Case report: Oxymorphone-involved fatalities: a report of two cases.
There has been an increased awareness of illicit opiate abusers using the narcotic oxymorphone (Opana) by inhalation. Many laboratory screening techniques currently in use cannot detect oxymorphone in blood or urine. Consequently, biological specimens containing low to moderate concentrations of oxymorphone will likely go undetected. The circumstances, pathology findings, and toxicology results of two fatalities involving oxymorphone are presented. An opiate confirmation gas chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-MS) procedure, described in detail was able to detected, confirm, and quantify oxymorphone in both subjects. The blood concentrations were 0.05 mg/L (50 microg/L) and 0.12 mg/L (120 microg/L).